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SERIAL NUMBERS TO LOOK FOR AND REPORT

While collectors have learned much over the years about the quantities and variations of carbines and
related accessories that were produced, more can still be learned in some areas. At the end of 2015 the
Carbine Club had on record over 75,000 carbine serial numbers that had been reported from various
sources. This is not a large sample of the total carbine production, but is enough to give a general
picture of the usage of serial numbers and the scarcity of some carbines.

It is recognized that most carbine contracts were terminated before the contractors used all the serial
numbers they had been assigned. Some contractors apparently skipped groups of numbers within a
serial number block, for undocumented reasons. Below is a list showing the serial number ranges where
no numbers have been reported, or the information is too scant or may be erroneous.

Name Serial Range Note Name Serial Range Note
Inland Div. 3,095,568 - 3,152,519 | C Saginaw 3,559,550 - 3,575,389 C
" 3,199,190 - 3,212,519 | C " 5,870,116 - 6,071,188 A
" 7,615,022 - 8,069,661 A Nat'l Post. Mtr. (4,313,313 - 4,325,227 C
Winchester 7,286,000 - 7,303,000 | B " 4,389,894 - 4,425,093 A
" 7,303,000 - 7,369,660 A Qual. H.M.C. 14,718,839 -4,745,523| C
Underwood T 2,404,192 - 2,452,519 [ A " 4,853,095 - 4,879,525 A
Underwood W 2,491,867 - 2,572,519 [ A Un-Quality 4,466,225 - 4,532,099 A
Underwood S |2,601,956 - 2,625,019 | A |.B.M. Corp. 3,714,039 - 3,719,063| C
Underwood B 2,682,871 -2,732,519 | A " 3,968,770 - 4,009,999 A
Underwood 6,143,462 - 6,199,688 | A Std. Prod. 2,238,610 -2,352,519| A
Rock-Ola 1,672,457 - 1,676,387 C
Notes:

A = Contract terminated. Most or all these numbers were unused.
B = Need more info in this range.
C = Most or all these numbers seem to have been skipped; reason undocumented

In addition to the serial number ranges shown above, there are other things that can be watched for and
reported to help expand and improve the knowledge base. Unusual receiver markings, such as letters in
the serial number area on the receiver, or names lined out, should be reported even though the carbine
might be a "mixmaster". Rare models, such as those marked T3 or T4, and experimental or presentation
carbines should be reported. Fakes are common, and repro parts, including barrels, barrel bands, flip
sights, etc. are readily available. If possible, get photos of rare items.

J.B. Powers

Carbine Club Newsletter 357 features a comprehensive in-depth statistical analysis of all serial number
ranges, the result of more than 30 years of data collecting by members, and written by J.B. Powers. In
my opinion, it is the most significant series of articles ever published by anyone on carbine production,
in regards to serial numbers used and quantities produced.
Marty Black
former Carbine Club Newsletter Editor



