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The Toy Carbine
By Guy Goldfeder

Someone once asked when did carbines become collectible. My first thought was as soon as production
started! there was quite a stir in 42 regarding the military new carbine. In Popular Science 1942 there
was even speculation and artists rendition of how the carbine worked based on descriptions.
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During carbine production some avid-eeHeeters unscrupulous workers smuggled home parts. This is
evident on at least one know case of the ATF arresting and charging one such individual. Later we see
reports of carbines called lunch box specials assembled from said parts. Clearly there were early
collectors.

It was not until the 60's when an individual could actually own a real USGI carbine, this was when the
DMC first released carbines. And there were also commercial carbines being made.

But what about a representative or toy carbine? When were they first available?

Recently there was a post about a toy carbine and a challenge to establish if toy M1 Carbines were
produced during war time and when did they become available.

Well back in the day a many of boys picked up a fine stick and and immediately became representative
of their military weapon of choice. With the onset of WWII I am sure many of boys were happy to call
their fine sticks the new M1 carbine, M1 Garand or the old time favorite Springfield. Heck I am sure
there were more than a few Tommy Guns in there as well. Anyone remember dirt bomb grenades!



Well to answer the question as best as I can [ would say as early as 1944 there were toy carbines on the
market, this based on advertising.

E.W. Boyce and company offered up the Pattern No. 1000T which was "the gun you heard so much
about." "Made from actual U.S. Army Walnut Gun Stocks"

THIS IS THE GUN - - -

You've heard so much about - - read so much about - -
The Gun made of actual U. S. Army Walnut Gun Stocks - -
Rejected for actual U. 5. Army Overseas Guns - - but perfect for a toy.

PATTERN NO‘ ]ODOT i tR:nIOa?ITSJn:iF;?;I;&B;:Q F. A. Approved

Made at Grand Rapids by craftsmen who knaw woodworking—who would be DESCRIPTION: 36 long: 4” wide at butt end: slotted sight with sight tip at
making the world's best furniture if it wasa't for the war. muzzle end.

Trigger operated noise maker: no springs or mechanism to get out « il order.
This gun is the real thing—not just realistic loaking but mul\- |' actual U, 3. FINISH: 10, 5. Army Walnut --'Iafnmm with black to wp and barrel.
Gowernment reject gun stocks which can be gripy lul fir B gan individually wrapped, Entire

operaled MINIMUM SHIPMENT:

noise maker gives loud, sharp bulletlike sound-—not ill:'l ar L mild :I||||||r1t carton pucked. Shipping ml;.H 70 1bs. F.OB, Grand Rapids.
ean handle with ¢ ; t has interpreted and construed
cll built, honest-to a change in all orders are 29 - 10 days.

- 10 Days, 'I (l M. ‘r\l]ll'lil RETURNED, a condition

z ! or mechan
Army Walnut finish as illustrated with Black top and barrel.

All Shipments are F. O. B. — Factory

E. W. BOYCE AND COMPANY
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20 YEARS SELLING GODDS THAT DO NOT EOME BAGK TO CUSTOMERSE WHO DO

The retail price was set at 3.75 by the Office of Price Administration (OPA) which instituted price
controls during WWII. Now $3.75 might not sound like much but according to online calculators that
would be approximately $50.00 in today's money.

The ad states that they were made in a Grand Rapids plant who would be making furniture. This would
suggest that they were made by the Robert W. Irwin Company. They were the only company in Grand
Rapids making carbine stocks and their history was as furniture makers.

In CCNL 105 by Ken Schliesman and CCNL 331 by J.B. Powers it was reported There are toy carbines
that have been reported as having silver or gold paint lettering on the heel of the grip "PAT.PEND
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT CO GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN" as well as a circle with "Genuine
Army Reject Carbine Stock" located on the right side of butt stock. It has been observed that some have
the sling and oiler cutout were others were void of this manufacturing procedure.




Looking at the lower picture we do not see the markings on the butt stock, also notice the different
trigger. However both are of the same general construction.

So the question is are E.W. Boyce and Emergency Equipment the same company or
perhaps Emergency Equipment bought the toys from E.W. Boyce and added the paint.

The picture below is the Marlin Junior, clearly of a different construction.

Marlin Firearms Co. in New Haven Connecticut made stocks for Underwood Elliot Fisher which were
identified by having MU stamped in the sling cutout. According to the book Marlin Firearms, A History
of the Guns And the Company That Made Them by Brophy , at the conclusion of WWII production in
1945 Marlin had a significant surplus of carbine stock blanks left over. Marlin took these blanks and
made them into the Marlin Junior. The Marlin Junior toy carbines typically had a decal just forward of
the trigger area on the underside of the stock.



One of the hallmarks of Marlin stocks are the two additional holes in the butt plate area which were for
locating the stock in the machine to manufacture them. Winchester and Sprague & Carleton also have
these holes. These holes are not present on Robert Irwin stocks, However I have noted that there is
some sort of tooling that makes slight indents in the same location.

Many older carbine collectors surely remember the Montgomery Ward catalogs. In a 1944 catalog there
was advertised the "Boys' Drill Rifles" which not only offered up wooded toy Springfields for sale but
also the M1 Carbine!
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Actual reproductions In ale, shape and design—of the lamous Springlield
and Cearbine rifles, used by the Americaon forces on European and South
Pacilic battle fronts. The genuine Walnut stocks were uﬂﬂlnu]ik mode Iur!h‘
Unised Siates Army—were rejected because of slight rimctions in
wnnd, and have been refinished so that mﬁml!r ul! dlhﬂ have bnﬂ
cealed. All made of

{B “Spmwarizes Tyre” Wooo Dent Ririe, Looks Hike the real Bpringfield
rifle usad by our armed locces, Walnut wood steck (described at leld),
‘with weed pars substituted where metal (s used en the octusl gun . m.n

given a realistic gunmetal finish, The balt is an exact copy, in wﬁ.
reqular metal balt, but is not movable. Buit finished o resemble ml

usual metal pars, except wrigger guard, are platr. Overall length, 3814 inches—opproximately the same size op the
l-rwd then given a realistic gunmetal fnish that ean hardly be distin- real pringlield rille. Weighs only 414 Iba. . . . light encugh for a boy
guished fzom “'the real thing."* They're much lighter in wedght than regu- to handle easlly. Trigger gives loud * blr.mu when wu!l..d
lar rifles—weigh only 2V pounds. A sle-year-old boy can handle them, ‘nu\ 48 T 776M —Shipping welght 3 pounds. Mailable. . ipaied LT

because they're actual slze reproductions of real guns |lwr can be
training rifles by drill leams or military coademies. Boya also prise them ul
wall Aeinions for fhate moms o ans; Both types of guns have front and
rear sights. When trigger of elther gun is pulled —it gives a loud "BANG."
To arder theas guns see Individual listings ot right.

E} “"Cammine Tyre' Wooo Duet Fire witk Maganwe. Looks like the real
Carbine Rifle used by Commands units, shown in almoat all balefrent
photographa. Salid Walnut sock, described at left. All usual metal pans,
except trigger guard, are made of wood, then given a realistic qunmetal
linish, Cartridge magazine is a good copy, In wood, of the reqular metal
magazine, Buit finished to resemble metal plate, Overall length 3514 Inches
—approximate size of real Carbine rifle. Weighs only 214 lba. ... not too

CourLere Derans or Wanps Tiue Pavuest Poaw ox Paoe 141,

Add Toys to your Time Paoyment arder, If you u]mcl:lv have an clm&ll’“
with ua, take advantage of our con+enient ""Add-on"" plan—no down par

ment s required. If you do nat have an account, you can open one wllh .m heavy for o small boy 1o handle. Trigger gives loud "bang’’ when pulled.

ordes of $10 or Fors, Only m-x down required on toys of any kind oF on 48 T 778M—Shipping weight 3 pounds. Mailabie. .. .. ooovuvviannsns . 098

other IInr'm priced up 1o $10. .. convenient monthly poyments arranged. For detailed description of guns listed above, see parograph at Jell,
am - = . -

The advertisement touts that these actual reproductions were the same size shade and design of the
famous Springfield and Carbine Rifles. It also states that they were genuine Walnuts stocks that were
made for the United States Army and were rejected for minor imperfections.

In the 1945 Montgomery Wards catalog we find another offering of the toy carbine, this time along
with the M1 Garand rifle.



I have had one of these wooden toy carbines in my collection for some time which spurred my interest
into looking at toy carbines. Here are some profile pictures.




At first glance of these toy carbines something looks off about the stocks. On closer examination we
can see that the top of the stock was not machined at this point. An additional piece of wood was added
to the top which bedded the wooden barrel. This piece also at least partially fills in the original barrel
channel.

The piece also required removing material from the recoil plate area. At first I had thought maybe this
was where the defect was on the stock.

Closer examination reveals that material was removed down the back of the recoil plate area so the
metal clicker mechanism can be installed.

Observing another of these toy carbines reveals that this must be a high stress area as both had the same
crack in same location approximately 1 1/2 inches below the additional wood piece that was added to
the top of the stock.



Looking at the nose we can see further evidence of the added wood piece to fill the barrel channel as
well as fit the wooden barrel.

It is interesting to note that these toy carbines were the only wooden toy carbines that had a
magazine. The features were much closer in actual shape of a carbine then the other examples. The
butt plate area is typically painted black, which is well worn and only noticeable when you look for it.
The Butt area does not have any holes like the Emergency Equipment Toy.

It is inconclusive it the hand guard was U.S.G.I. but is clear that once assembled a quick and rough
sanding brought the profiles together as well as defining the barrel band area.

Clearly much more work was involved in producing them. These were offered up for $2.95, that would
be $41.97 in 2017.



What is not evident is who provided the stocks or built these toy carbines. It has been said that they are
made by Parris-Dunn Manufacturing Corp. I have had a few toys made by Parris-Dunn and do not
believe this to be the case.

the Parris-Dunn company was formed in 1936 in Clarinda, Iowa by William G. Dunn and Cecil Lewis
"Catfish" Parris. They were producing wind driven generators for farms. With WWII and America's
imminent involvement, the US Government recommended that Parris-Dunn produce dummy training
rifles out of wood and metal that copied the M 1903 Springfield for the U.S. Army. The U.S. Navy was
impressed with these "trainer" rifles that they contacted Parris-Dunn in June 1942 to produce a "trainer"
rifle to there specifications. Walnut was in demand for needed production firearms and they were
required to use a cheaper wood which they stained.

The reason for trainers was due to the fact that the U.S. Government shipped many of our arms
overseas for our allies that were currently engaged in war.

Parris-Dunn went on to manufacture over a half of a million of these Army and Navy trainer rifles and
achieved the coveted Army-Navy "E" award. When the war was over the training rifles were sold off as
surplus and Parris-Dunn went on the make western cork pop guns and marketed cowboy and trainer
rifles.

In 1949 Dunn retired and Parris moved the company to Savannah Tennessee and the company dropped
Dunn from its name. To this day makes full size replicas of the M1903 Springfield with working bolts
as well a smaller sized one for children. Again these were made of a wood other then walnut. Most
were stained or painted white.

In 1953 "catfish" Parris started the Kadet Military Drill teams. Clearly a boost to trainer sales. This
program ended in 1970's.



From a 1956 advertisement in Playthings Magazine we see an ad for The Kadets of America.

8,000,000 BOYS WILL TURN TO LOCAL STORES FOR LICENSED KADET EQUIPMENT

REALISTIC BOLT ACTION
Maetal bolis on the M-30,
KAD g

v}
R YOU BY PLACING

28-PAGE ILLUSTRATED
KADET HARDBOOK

PARR'S HANI.IFAC‘I'I.II!IIIG COMPAHY Sevannab, Tenn. » Home of the Nalional Cetlish Derby

400 MARCH, 1956—PLAYTHINGS



The Parris-Dunn contract rifles had metal butt plates with several different marking. When they went
on to make toys some of the full size had the metal butt plates of a different marking. The toy rifles for
the most part had gold and red decals on them. It seems odd to me that the rifle from Montgomery
Wards has not shown up with butt plates or stickers or any other way to distinguish it as made by
Parris-Dunn or Parris Mfg.

Looking at ads I found one for Parris Trainer in a 1951 Hardware Age catalog. Notice even the
UN Police Pistol has their name on it.

Mowest and hottast  WITH LEATHERLIKE HOLSTER.

medal. IAdinsmbIe Beautiful plastic and metal
Yok carh?'l.[:\'rqsrhh:éﬁf:o:i‘r cork pistol :E»Eak 3 :nr:h]. ?
I:n||l1prsil‘|=n sharp-shoaoter. 31 Breach-braaking cocking Hem
inches, Manual of Arms includod.  oction. ¥ inches long,

: BERS. Write for prl nd diseounts on complete PARRIS
ni“ﬁ:’nﬂ{"{'ﬂ?ﬁ-mm.‘ c..:m'a'.;fﬁ.?mtuh. 10 madels ond sizes. .

PAHRISIMFG. 00. World's Largest TraineRifle Mirs. CLARINDA, 10WA, U.S.A.

Mention Hardware Age When Writing

It would seem all brochures and advertisements that Parris-Dunn and Parris Manufacturing stuck to the
bolt action and lever action design for its more realistic trainer rifles. It also is appears that the marked
all of their products.

With that I would say the chances are very slim that Parris-Dunn or Parris had anything to do with the
M1 carbine with one very small exception. In the 1960's Parris Mfg produced a line of Official
TraineRifles (sic) The full size M-30 was nickel plated and had a M1 carbine rear sight for a limited
time.




For anyone interested in drill and training rifles i recommend Non-Firing Drill & Training Rifles by
Malcolm MacPherson or any of his essays found on the internet.

Well that is it for wooden toy carbines. Anyone have a plastic Hubley from the 60's they wish to share
pictures of?
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